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Early Day Motion encourages Church to appoint women as bishops.

WATCH (Women and the Church) is delighted that Frank Field and other senior MPs have tabled an Early Day Motion in support of the Church of England appointing women as bishops. 

The great majority of members of the Church are in favour of women bishops and a national consultation is currently taking place within the Church on a package of laws that will enable this to happen whilst making provision for the small minority who remain opposed.

 

At present the law forbids the appointment of women bishops.  As the Church of England is the Established Church, Parliament is required to scrutinise and vote on any proposals from the Church to change that law. The EDM is to be welcomed as an opportunity for Members of Parliament to express their views on the matter. The Church of England seeks to serve not just its own members, but the nation as a whole, in living out its message of God's love for all people, women and men, created in the image of God and gifted to serve at all levels in the Church.

 

This EDM follows on from the speech given at General Synod last July by Tony Baldry, MP and member of General Synod, who is the member of the Government responsible for steering Church law through Parliament. He expressed his support for the draft legislation, but expressed his concern as well.  He warned Synod that if the legislation was amended to make further provision for those opposed, his task might become impossible, and Parliament might reject it.

 

Hilary Cotton, head of WATCH's campaign, said 'The EDM voices what most people outside the Church think, as well as most within it - women should be bishops, and should be bishops on the same basis as men.'
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Notes for Editors
WATCH (Women and the Church) is a voluntary organisation of women and men who are campaigning to see women take their place alongside men without discrimination and at every level in the Church of England. This requires the removal of current legal obstacles to the consecration of women as bishops.  WATCH believes that the full equality of women and men in the Church is part of God's will for all people, and reflects the inclusive heart of the Christian scripture and tradition
 
