[image: image1.jpg]www.womenandthechurch.org




PRESS RELEASE: 12th JULY 2010

Both sides compromise as draft legislation goes forward for discussion in the Dioceses

Today the General Synod overwhelmingly endorsed the draft legislation  prepared by the Revision Committee with only a couple of minor amendments. After rejecting the ways of accommodating those opposed, that were debated on Saturday, Synod accepted the proposals suggested by the Revision Committee in clause 2 of the draft legislation.

After a moving debate, the motion was passed with an overwhelming majority; 373 in favour; 14 against with 17 abstentions.

Several powerful speeches made it clear the sacrifice that had been made by the majority who welcomed women's ordained ministry in voting for this compromise. "This is good news for the whole Church and we are delighted" says the Revd Rachel Weir, Chair of WATCH. "Synod's decision gives the Church a powerful mandate to move forward enthusiastically; welcoming the ministry of women at all levels within the Church whilst making space for those who are opposed to stay within our body".

Contact:

Revd Rachel Weir, Chair of WATCH: 07815 729565

Hilary Cotton, WATCH Campaign Co-ordinator: 07793 817958

Sally Barnes, WATCH Media Officer: 07759 343335 / 020 8731 9860

