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WATCH encouraged by draft legislation on Women Bishops

WATCH is very encouraged by the Report of the Women Bishops 
Revision Committee which was published today, Saturday 8th May (see http://www.cofe.anglican.org/news/pr4210.html.  It proposes that women should be consecrated as bishops on the same basis as men.  WATCH has argued for this for the last fifteen years, as there are sound theological reasons for it as well as scriptural warrant:  the first chapter of Genesis says we are all made in the image of God, both male and female, and St Paul says that in Christ there is no male or female. 

WATCH will be studying the details of the Report carefully over the coming days and will give a fuller response in due course. Our initial reaction is that we hope that the draft legislation will be approved by General Synod substantially as it stands in July and then be sent out to the 44 dioceses of the Church of England for them to debate and approve; which is the next stage in the legislative process. 
A major concern of the Revision Committee has been how to draft legislation that does not create second-class bishops and yet enables those opposed to women bishops to remain in the Church.  We are pleased that the Revision Committee has found a way forward that acknowledges their position, because it has never been the aim of WATCH to exclude those with a differing conscience.  However, it is now right for the Church of England as a whole to accept women and men as equal before God in all parts of its ministry.
Contact:
Sally Barnes,  WATCH  Media Officer  07759343335 or 0208 731 9860

Hilary Cotton,  WATCH Campaign Co-ordinator: 01483 856827

Hugh Lee, Convenor of WATCH General Synod Task Force:  07879‑426625

Notes for Editors

WATCH (Women and the Church) is a voluntary organisation of women and men who are campaigning to see women take their place alongside men without discrimination and at every level in the Church of England. This requires the removal of current legal obstacles to the consecration of women as bishops.  WATCH believes that the full equality of women and men in the Church is part of God's will for all people, and reflects the inclusive heart of the Christian scripture and tradition
