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NEW LEADERSHIP TEAM PREPARES ‘WATCH’ 

(Women and the Church) FOR CRUCIAL SYNOD
With what is expected to be a crucial General Synod approaching this July, ‘WATCH’ (Women and the Church), has elected a new Chair to succeed Christina Rees. 

The Archdeacon of Northampton, the Venerable Christine Allsopp, spoke for all members as she thanked Christina for her 14 years of energetic service and strong campaign leadership at a General Meeting on March 20th.

The new Chair is the Rev Rachel Weir, a former Barrister, and currently serving in the parish of Headington Quarry in Oxford. She is joined by two new Vice-Chairs elected at the same General Meeting: Hilary Cotton and the Rev Mark Bennet. 

Hilary, a seasoned campaigner for WATCH in Guildford Diocese and nationally, is a specialist in women’s leadership development. Mark was a forensic accountant with KPMG and solicitors Leigh, Day & Co before ordination and is Team Rector of Great Parndon in Harlow. 

Hilary will head WATCH’s campaign in the period leading up to the General Synod. “The next few months will be both busy and demanding as we prepare for the crucial debate in July,” Hilary says “I look forward to working in partnership with all our supporters to enable approval of the best possible legislation for women to be appointed bishops.” 

The new leadership team will bring renewed strength and vision to the work of WATCH.

 “We are taking WATCH into an exciting new era”, says Rachel, “Though campaigning for women bishops on equal terms remains top of our agenda. WATCH will also be moving to a broader focus. We want to celebrate the enormous gifts women bring to the church and to help the Church to celebrate women.”

CONTACTS:

HILARY COTTON:  07793817058

SALLY BARNES:    07759343335

